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JAWATANKUASA PEGUAM PULAU PINANG 
PENANG BAR COMMITTEE 

 
Criminal Law 3/21                    26 Apr 2021 
 
To Members of the Penang Bar, 

 
Visits by Defence Counsel to Clients at the Penang Prisons 

 
Members are referred to a Directive appended below dated 16 Apr 2021 from the Office of the Director 
of Penang Prisons with regard to Visits by Defence Counsel to meet with their clients who are Prison 
inmates.  
 
As stated in the said Directive, Members acting as defence counsel are now permitted to visit their 
clients in person at both the prisons in Penang provided they have undergone Covid-19 screening with 
a negative result at least 3 days prior to the said visit. It is also imperative that a printed copy of the 
screening result is presented to the Prison authorities on the day of the visit for Members to be allowed 
to meet their clients. Failure to produce the screening result on the day of the visit will result in Members 
not being allowed to visit their clients in person but they will be able to speak to their clients through the 
intercom facilities provided at the visiting area. 
 
Alternatively, Members have the option of conducting virtual meetings with their clients in prison via 
Video Conferencing facilities as per our previous Circular Criminal Law 11/20 dated 17 Dec 2020. 
Members are to strictly comply with the relevant Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), requirements 
and guidelines for use of the said Video Conferencing facilities as stated in the said Circular. 
 
We continue to invite feedback or comments from Members who have participated in any Video 
Conferencing meetings, visits in person or use of the prison intercom facilities with their clients at the 
Penang Prisons to enable us to address any issues of concern with the Prison authorities. 
 
V Parthipan 
Chairperson 
Criminal Law Subcommittee 
 






